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lost so many men as they did (which was the mercie of God to us
all).
After the generall had holpen the rest of the ships to hoyse
out their boats, they began all to be greatly comforted. Then he
himselfe went presently aland to seeke some refreshing for our
sicke and weake men; where hee met with certaine of the countrey
people, and gave them divers trifles, as knives and peeces of old
iron and such like, and made signes to them to bring him downe
sheepe and oxen; for he spake to them in the cattels language
(which was never changed at the confusion of Babell), which was
moath for oxen and kine, and baa for sheepe; which language the
people understood very well without any interpreter. After hee
had sent the people away, very well contented with their presents
and kind usage, order was presently given that certaine of every
ships companie should bring their sayles aland, and build tents
with them for their sicke men; and also to make fortifications of
defence, if by any occasion the people should take any conceit of
offence against us, and thereby offer us any violence. And the
generall prescribed an order for buying and selling with the
people, which was that at such times as they should come downe
with the cattell, only five or sixe men, appointed for that pur-
pose, should goe to deale with them; and the rest (which should
never bee under thirtie muskets and pikes) should not come
neere the market by eight or ten score [paces] at the neerest; and
alwayes to stand in their ranke in a readiness, with their muskets
in their rests1, what occasion sooner should befall. And this
order was most strictly observed and kept, that no man durst
once goe to speake with any of the people without speciall leave.
And I take this to be the cause why we lived in so great friend-
ship and amitie with them, contrary to that which lately had
befallen the Hollanders, which had five or six of their men
slaine by their treacherie*.
The third day after our comming into this bay of Saldania, the
1 At this period a musket was fired while resting upon a wooden support,
forked at the top and spiked at the bottom.
a This had occurred three years before. The Dutch fleet was commanded
by Conelisz. Houtman. John Davis, who was with him, recounts the inci-
dent and says that thirteen Dutchmen were killed (Purchas, vol. i, bk. iii,
p. 118).